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By ALFONSO CHARDY 

H.’rcld Washinglon Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Nicaraguan 
insurgents and their supporters 
have collected millions of dollars 
in cash and other aid from private 
sources in the United States, 
Reagan administration and con- 
gressional sources say. 

Over the last six to eight 
months, groups and individuals 
have yro Tided hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in cash as well as 
untold millions in military-related 
equipment, medical supplies and 
clothes, according to the sources, 
who have access to classified data. 

Together with arms, ammuni- 
tion and additional aid supplied by 
foreign sources — among them 
the governments of Israel, Argen- 
tina and Honduras — the U.S.- 
backed rebels are believed to have 
collected SI 5 million to S20 mil- 
lion this year and thus no longer 
desperately need CIA covert aid. 
the sources noted. 

Congress has refused to approve 
President Reagan’s supplemental 
S21 million request for the rebels 
this fiscal year. 

The deaths in Nicaragua Sept 1 

of two 

Americans from Alabanui-based Qvilian 
Military Assirttnee (CMAX one of the 
groupi'that has provided aid, have drawn 
ettentloa to the private support organiza- 
tions ar.d Individuals who are helping to 
fill the financial gap for the rebels. 

Who are the rebels these Americans 
art. supporting? Their movement dates to 
the seizure of power In Nicaragua in 1979 
bv the Marxist-oriented Sandlnlstes, who 
ousted President Anastaslo Somozc In a 
ticoc'y revolution. The Reagan adminis- 
tration, which took office In 19ol, 
txrressed fears that the new Managua 
po-.'-arrment was taking the Central 
Arri-ricar. country into the Sotiet orbit — 
with Cvbnn help — and began encourag- 
ing cpntciticr, actlvltiss. 

‘Thc‘ Sandinistas dubbed their foes 
cr’.iff . ’.-c-iucionarios (counterrevolu- 
Lnnn:.- , and the term, sbortesed to 
"cGna-t.i.'’ has become a generic name for 
all the antl-Sandinista guerrillas. 

Th"” Include cot only the 12.000 to 
15.DC'. rr.embers of the Honduras-based 
NicaraLULn lOemocratlc Force (FDK) Ini- 
tially organized and funded by the CIA, 
but several thousand in Costa Rica as 
well, most of whom have been fighting 
under the banner of the Democratic 
Revolutionary Alliance, knowm by the 
Spanish acronym ARDE. 

Now Reagan’s opponents in Congress, 


poi-ahit vioiaiionL of edged that SoltLcr c: Fo.”ti i:E has “pigf v- 
CIA-RDP90B01370R000400640033-2 ipments/iborrd V^S. 
miy nave puycc in miniary aircraii oound for Central Ameri- 
■ ca. 

He said 2,200 pounds of material sent 
by readers — responding to appeals 
published in the magazine — included 39G 
pairs of uniform trousers, 291 uniform 
shirts, 95 pairs of combat boots, E3 
T-shirts (some bearing the Soldier of 
Fortune logoX 256 pairs of socks, 49 
camouflage Jackets and 110 pounds of 
weapons-^eaning gear. 

• The Veterans of Foreign Wars. Only 
limited help has come from the 1.9 million 
member VFW. At its 1983 convention in 
New Orleans, the organization approved a 
resolution calling on its membership to 
help the insurgents. 

Washington VFW spokesman Ronald 
Duchln said members to date bad contrib- 
uted $2,039. He said the VFW turned the 
money over to the conservative Washing- 
ton-based American Security Council 
which passed it on to the International 
Red Cross for distribution to the rebels. 

• The Shoebox for Liboty Project. 
Louisiana state representative Louis 
"Woody” Jenkins runs the project. He 
says It has collected and sent to Nicara- 
guan refugees about 3,000 shoe boxes 
filled with such goods as beans, rice, 
toothpaste, soap, socks, f ishing l';np..s and 
candles. A Louisiana Air National Guard 
C-130 transport plane ferried one ship- 
ment but Jenkins said a . question of 
legality had halted further shipments on 
military planes. 

« Wealthy Individuals and eompaniec. 
Congressional sources said that wealthy 
individuals across the United States are 
believed to have contributed heavily to 
the insurgent cause, encouraged in part by 
rebel leaders touring the country. And 
rebel leaders themselves say unnamed 
American corporations are contributiag to 
their cause. 

FDN spokesman Bosco Matamoros sale 
these tours, by several of the group’s 
leaders including FDN chief Adolfo CaJ- 
mtl with a “favorable" re- 
has been so favorable," b-; 


encouraging private organizations and 
Individuals in the United Sutei to pro\1de 
aid to the rebels. They also saj’ that if the 
CIA or any other government agency or 
representative prompted the outside help, 
the action probably violated the inte nt o f 
legislation that pirohlblts the administra- 
tion from spending more than, the $24 
million Congress authorized for this fiscal 
year. 

The private aid is coming from a 
multitude of sources and includes funds 
not only for the contras but also money 
and other assistance for Nicaraguan 
refugees. 

The following fund-raising groups have 
been identified by Congressional sources, 
the rebels, public pronouncements by the 
groups themselves and others familiar 
with the aid programs: 

• The CMA. Headquartered in Hunts- 
ville. Ala., the organization has become a 
rebel source of military advice and supply. 

Tom Posey of Decatur, Ala., one of its 
leaders and organizers, said the group has 
collected $10,000-$ 15,000 in cash and 
nearly $70,000 in clothes, food and 
medical equipment, all of it obtained from 
CMA members and private individuals. 

Besides “humanitarian" assistance, Po- 
sey said, CMA advisers have trained 
rebels this year in parachutlDg, perimeter 
defense and cleaning and use of weapons. 

• The Nicaraguan Patriotic Associa- 
tion. Based in Houston and directly 
affiliated with the FDN guerrillas. It 
collected $500,000 in aid and helps 
provide daily food for seven Nicaraguan 
refugee camps in Honduras, according to 
FDN representative Juan Sacasa. 

• The Christian Broadcasting Net- 
work. Sacasa said the Protestant evangeli- 
cal organization vrith a nationwide cable 
television operation has collected about $3 
million for Nicaraguan refugees under an 
agreement with the Nicaraguan Patriotic 

Association. 

• Nicaraguan exiles and Cubcn-Aiser- ero_ tave 
leans in Miami. Cuban exile doctors led by sponse. 


Dr. Manuel Alzugaray, a Miami orthope- tdded, “that we have been able tc- 
die surgeon, regularly travel to rebel continue operatir,g at the levels at w'hicL 
camps in Central America. At one point, vve were operating before, and with the 
Alzugaray organized a charter flight from independent aid we have expand^ our 
Miami for six tons of medical supplies, force strength and area of operations.” 

A rebel military commander who calls Calero’s brother Mario, the FDN repre- 
himself “Comandante Mack" said that sentative in New Orleans, told reporters 
during a visit to Miami in June be last week that se\'e.^a! well-lmow'n U.S. 
obtained five pairs of binoculars, lOD corporations La. c contributed to the 
olive-green caps and a U.S. Army rorp’-s effort. 

mine detector, all donated by tLa Freedam "Vv'e’ve beei: getting aid from private 
Fighters, a Cuban exile group that enterprise, private- individuds, Latin coun- 
supports the rebels, tries and governments," said Calero. Ht 

A month later, the FDN placed quar- would not name the American compenie- 

ter-page ads in major Amcricari newTr>: • 

pers, including The Herald, asiring tl,at 
contributions be sent to the Human 
Development FoundatioUi Inc., a Panama- 
registered organization formed as a 
vehicle to channel the assirzmee. David 
Raskosky, a Miami businessman, helped 
coordinate the drive. 

• Soldier of Fortune maf azine. The 
Boulder, Colo., publication said that since 
last November its Centra! American 
Defense Fund has collected about $2,400 
in cash for the rebels. 

Executive Editor Dale Dye said the 
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that have contributed. “You can w you 
were told companies of great presage in 
the United States have helped,** he said. 

• The rebels tbems^ves. ‘Hie Nicara* 
guan Democratic Force and the ARDE 
both have networks throughout the 
United States with representatives in 
Miami, Los Angeles, Houston, New York. 
New Orleans and other dties. 

Matamoros confirmed that the FDN 
“currently receives no direct or Indirect 
aid from the U.S. government,” and 
suggested that the rebels had no regrets, 
because “we realize that we cannot 
depend on the good will of a stngJe 
country for our efforts." 

Rebd sources also say, however, that 
although private aid from the United 
States has been important, it has not 
matched thei assistance being recdved 
from foreign sources. A senior FDN leader 
recently characterized U.S. donations as 
odds and ends that “are more trouble than 
they are worth” but, nevertheless, highly 
appreciated. 

Congressiona] sources said the CIA 
advised congressional intelligence com- 
mlttees severid weeks ago that the rebels 
were seeking aid outside the agency to 
compensate for the expected loss of covert 
U.S. government assistance. The source 
said the House and Senate intelligence 
oversight committees have since been 
prtffiinE the CIA for a full accountinf of 
the rebels’ alternate sources of supply. 

So far, however, the CIA has declined 
to provide the Information, maintelnln^; 
that It now has little or no control over 
rebel activities: "They have told us that as 
long as we don't pay the contras, then we 
have no control over their actiona," a 
congressional source said. “They dte thij 
problem as a form of pressure on tbi 
Congress to resume coMut aid to the 
contras so that we can regain control of 
their activities.” - 


Despite the end of covert financin g , the 
sources said, CIA officials in Honduras 
continue to meet with and advise the 
rebels. They said the CIA maintains that 
these activities do not violate the ban on 
additional aid since CIA salaries do not 
come from tbe $24 million fund approved 
for the rebels this year. 

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., 
vice chairman of the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate Intelligence Committee, has 
asked tbe State Department to investigate 
possible violations of the Neutrality Act 
and has instructed the committee s^f to 
determine whether the congressional ban 
on supplemental aid was broken. 

The Justice Department and the FBI 
indicated they may be conducting similar 
neutrality law investigations, and tbe 
State Department said it asked the 
Customs Service to look into possible 
“willful violations” of arms export con- 
trol laws by private groups helping the 
rebels. 

However, administration officials ob- 
served that it is difficult to prove or 
prosecute neutrality law cases unless it is 
fully established that someone was smug- 
gling weapons or conspiring to invade or 
overthrow a foreign government from 
U.S. soil. 

The officials also noted that tbe 
Nicaragtian rebels are only one side of the 
insurgent aid coin, citing more than 
$150,000 raised last year in the United 
States by so-called solidarity groups 
helping t^ leftist guerrillas In El Salva- 
dor. 

Thus far, the administration maintains 
that the Nicaraguan rebels raised the 
outside aid totally on their own. Opposi- 
tion sources, however, believe there are 
clear indications that the administration 
directlj’ or indirectly encouraged and 
facilitated the supply of private aid. 

Congressional sources said that in some 
cases the Central Intelligence Agency 
conveniently looked the other way w’han 
the U.S.-supported gnerrillas sought assis- 
tance and that U.S. military’ aircraft 
secretly airlifted some of the private aid to 
the rebels. 
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Iss Selpsd the Cesstrss 


CIA 

Ccfth value; $62.5 million. 

Type of aid: Believed to have provided 
unknown number of C-47 transp^ 
planes, helicopters and weapons, and to 
have spent "liberally" on the contras 
before Congress prohibited such 
spending last year. 

ARGENTINA 

Cash value: $10 million. 

Type of aid: Military equipment, 
primarily firearms and ammunition, 
transferred through the Honduran 
govern.ment- 

ISRAEL 

Cash value: $4 million to $5 million. 

Type of aid: Unknown number pf 
Soviet- and Chinese-made weapons 
believ’ed captured in Lebanon from 
Palessinlan guerrillas, plus cash payments 
that help contras meet $800,000 monthly 
payroll. 

HONDURAS 

Cep.h vtSuc: Unknown. 

Type of aid: Primarily cash Infusions 


the contras use to meet their payroll and 
purchase weapons abroad. Also may have 
provided help In transporting equipment 
to Nicaraguan border. 

CIVnJAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
Cash value: Approximately $80,000. 
Type of aid: $10,000 to $15,000 In 
cash and about $70,000 in clothes, food 
and medicai equipment 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
Cash value: Unknown. 

Type of aid: $2,400 In cash and at least 
2,200 pounds of uniforms, combat boots, 
weaporrs-cieanlng gear and other 
supplies. Claims to have sent 20 tons of 
medical supplies worth $4.2 million to 
Nicaraguan contras and Salvadoran 
armed forces, but could not provide 
breakdown of how much went to each. 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
Cash value: $2,038. 

Type of aid: Money coliected from 
members. 

CUBAN AMERICANS IK MIAMI 
Cash value: At least $320,000. 


Type of aid: Cuban exile doctors 
i^ularly travel to rebel camps to treat 
wounded contras and take medical 
supplies donated by Miami doctors and 
hospitals. Additionally, Brigade 2506 Bay 
of Pigs Veterans Association claims to 
have sent medical supplies and 
equipment worth $200,000. • 
Representatives of one rebel group say 
Cuban exiles gave his organization two 
used helicopters worth $120,000. 

NICARAGUAN EXILES 
Cash value: $500,000. 

Type of aid: Clothes and cash dortated 
to U.S. offices of Nicaraguan exile groups. 

OTHER'GROUPS 
Qaah value: At least $3 million. 

Type of aid: Christian Broadcasting 
Network, a Protestant evartgelical 
organization with a nationwide cable 
television operation, has collected about 
$3 million for Nicaraguan refugees. 
Additionally, "wealthy Americarts" and 
corporations are believed to have made 
an unknown number of personal 
contributions. 



MURRY SILL / Ml«ml H«r«td StcH 

Guerrillas of the Nicaraguan Democratic Force stand et ease in staging area in northern 
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